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California Leads the Nation with $2.88 Billion in Horticulture Sales 
 
SACRAMENTO – California leads the nation with $2.88 billion in horticulture sales, according to the 2014 Census 
of Horticultural Specialties report released by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics 
Service (NASS).  Of the $13.8 billion total horticultural sales in the U.S., 21 percent were from California. 
 
This report contains the results of the tenth Census of Horticultural Specialties conducted since the program’s 
inception in 1889.  “Because horticulture production is becoming more diverse in the United States, NASS worked 
with key stakeholders to ensure the 2014 Census of Horticultural Specialties would meet the needs of growers, 
industry leaders, and policymakers,” said Chairman of the Agricultural Statistics Board Mark Harris. “We added 60 
new items to the questionnaire to provide the most up-to-date assessment of current industry trends, including 
items like peonies, lavender, rudbeckia, cacti and succulents.” 
 
The top commodities in California horticulture sales reflect this very diversity. Top commodities sold in 2014, and 
compared to 2009, were: 
 

 Nursery stock, $959 million, up 42 percent 

 Cut flowers, $336 million, up 23 percent 

 Potted flowering plants, $302 million, up 38 percent 
 
The Census of Horticultural Specialties is part of the larger Census of Agriculture program. It provides information 
on the number and types of establishments engaged in horticultural production, value of sales, varieties of 
products, production expenses and more. All California and U.S. operations that reported producing and selling 
$10,000 or more of horticultural crops on the 2012 Census of Agriculture were included in this special study. 
 
Some operators who contributed to the Census of Horticultural Specialties report will receive the Floriculture Survey 
questionnaire in December. “The Floriculture Survey provides California growers the opportunity to serve as the 
foremost source of data on production,” said Director of the USDA NASS Pacific Region Chris Messer. “Growers, 
buyers, suppliers and others rely on this information to help make sound business decisions. This crucial 
information will help identify state and national trends in areas such as product development, changing production 
practices, and product diversity in floriculture industry,” said Messer. The Floriculture Survey results will be 
published in the spring next year.   
 
Access the full Census of Horticulture Specialties report at: 
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/Census_of_Horticulture_Specialties/.  
 

### 

 
NASS is the federal statistical agency responsible for producing official data about U.S. agriculture and is 
committed to providing timely, accurate, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. We invite you to provide 
occasional feedback on our products and services. Sign up athttp://bit.ly/NASS_Subscriptions and look for “NASS 
Data User Community.” 
 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 
9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 
377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). 
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